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WRITING SAMPLES 

Many employers will ask for writing samples as a part of the application materials they require. Writing 
samples should be a representation of your legal work and should demonstrate your ability to make a 
persuasive argument and perform legal analysis. Your sample should be free of typos and other errors. 
Ideally, your writing sample should be your unedited work; however, if your sample has been edited, state 
this clearly and explain the extent of the editing by others. We recommend including a cover page on your 
writing sample with a header that matches your resume, describes the context in which it was written 
(e.g., ILARC, summer position, etc.), and discloses the extent to which the sample has been edited. 
Examples of cover sheets are included in this guide.  
 
Most first-year students use their ILARC open memorandum as a writing sample and some transition to 
using a portion of their brief following its completion. Instructions for converting this document into a 
writing sample can be found in the Symplicity Document Library.  
 

 
 
 
As you gain work experience, you may wish to use a document you produced for an employer. You must 
obtain permission from that employer and take any necessary steps to redact any confidential or 
privileged information or to preserve the anonymity of the client. If you are using an excerpt from a 
document, considering using a coversheet to give context to the portion you have included.  
 
Writing samples should not be too lengthy. Generally, five to ten pages are sufficient. If you are using a 
portion of a document (e.g., a part of a moot court brief), indicate this for the reader and add contextual 
information. Review your writing sample before interviews as you may be questioned about it. Produce 
your writing sample on regular (not resume) paper. Always arrive at interviews prepared with extra copies 
of all your application documents, including your writing sample.  
 

Writing Sample Cover Sheet Examples Follow 
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EXAMPLE: WRITING SAMPLE COVER SHEET 

ANJALI SHAH 
1234 Briarcliff Place, Atlanta, GA 30306 • 678.872.4592 • ashah@emory.edu 

WRITING SAMPLE 

The following is an excerpt from the Introduction to Legal Analysis, Research, and Communication “open 
memo” assignment. This memorandum is my original work product but reflects feedback from my 

instructor. 

Written October 2018 

Summary of facts: 

[Insert facts here ONLY if you excerpted them from your writing sample and if the reader cannot 
understand your writing sample without them] 

Summary of issues involved in the case: 

[Insert issues here ONLY if you excerpted them from your writing sample and if the reader cannot 
understand your writing sample without them] 
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EXAMPLE: WRITING SAMPLE COVER SHEET 

JASON A. THOMAS 
jthomas@emory.edu 

404.377.1234 
Current Address 
910 Constitution Drive 
Decatur, GA 30031 

Permanent Address 
87 Todd Road 

Katonah, NY 10536 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

WRITING SAMPLE 

Excerpt from Introduction to Legal Analysis, Research, and Communication assignment 

Appellant’s Brief in Support of 
its Motion for Summary Judgment 

Written April 2019 

Summary of facts: 

[Insert facts here ONLY if you excerpted them from your writing sample and if the reader cannot 
understand your writing sample without them] 

Summary of issues involved in the case: 

[Insert issues here ONLY if you excerpted them from your writing sample and if the reader cannot 
understand your writing sample without them] 


