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Business or commercial courts are specialized courts that were created to

handle business and commercial matters at the state level. These courts

typically operate within the existing state court civil system. 

Currently, there are Business or Complex Commercial Courts operating in 

more than half of the state in the United States. 

In some courts, specific judges with extensive experience in business and

transactional matters exclusively handle business court dockets. In other

courts, business court matters may rotate to a different judge each year or

the cases may be divided evenly amongst the judges in the court. Some of

the courts hire term clerks. Where information is readily available, it is noted

herein.

Following is currently available information regarding these specialized courts

for business and commercial matters. Please contact the Center for Public

Service for an appointment to discuss clerkship opportunities.  

What are Business Courts?
Specialized courts for business and
commercial matters.
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As of January 1, 2019, Maricopa County

Commercial Court became a permanent

feature of the Superior Court. Commercial

Court is a venue within the Civil Department

to resolve controversies that arise in

commercial settings expeditiously and to

reduce the expense of litigation. 

ARIZONA COMMERICAL COURT

Judges:

Honorable Sara Agne

Honorable Dewain Fox

Honorable Scott McCoy

Honorable Timothy Thomason

ARIZONA
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https://superiorcourt.maricopa.gov/civil/commercial-court/


Effective August 15, 2005, the Court began

accepting electronic filings on designated

Complex Litigation cases.

The court will designate a service provider for

each complex litigation case.

CONTRA COSTA COMPLEX LITIGATION COURT
Judge:

 Honorable Edward G. Weil 

CALIFORNIA

LOS ANGELES COUNTY COMPLEX CIVIL LITIGATION PROGRAM
The Central Civil West Courthouse is

designated as the branch where Complex

Civil Litigation cases are managed. A

"Complex Case" is a civil action that requires

continuous judicial management to avoid

placing unnecessary burden on litigants,

counsel and the Court. Complex hears cases

that require exceptional judicial supervision

because they involve numerous parties with

multiple claims or otherwise present

complicated legal or procedural issues for

adjudication. It is designed to expedite cases,

keep costs reasonable, and promote an

effective decision-making process by the

Court, parties and counsel. 

Clerkships:

The Court hires term law clerks. Check the

judicial law clerk job description here. There

are also judicial law clerk positions for

individuals who have not yet passed the bar

here.
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https://www.cc-courts.org/civil/complex-litigation.aspx
https://www.lacourt.org/division/civil/CI0042.aspx
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/lasc/classspecs/49751?keywords=law%20clerk&pagetype=classSpecifications
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/lasc/classspecs/49751?keywords=law%20clerk&pagetype=classSpecifications


Orange County Superior Court is one of six

courts designated by the California Judicial

Council as pilot project courts to handle

solely complex civil litigation. These pilot

courts were established to apply case

management principles to improve the

effective administration of justice by reducing

the time and expense normally associated

with the litigation of complex civil cases.

ORANGE COUNTY COMPLEX CIVIL COURT
Judges:

Honorable Glenda Sanders

Honorable Peter J. Wilson

Honorable Kirk H. Nakamura

Honorable William D. Claster

Honorable Randall J. Sherman

Honorable James J. DiCesare

CALIFORNIA

SACRAMENTO COMPLEX CASE MANAGMENT
Judges:

Honorable Jill Talley

Honorable Lauri Damrell

SAN FRANCISCO COMPLEX CIVIL LITIGATION DEPARTMENT
Judges:

Honorable Ethan P. Schulman

Honorable Andrew Y.S, Cheng

Clerkships:

The court hires term judicial law clerks for 6-

month terms. More information can be found

here. 
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https://www.occourts.org/directory/civil/complex-civil/
https://www.saccourt.ca.gov/civil/civil.aspx
https://www.sfsuperiorcourt.org/divisions/civil/litigation
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/sfcourts/jobs/3441490/legal-research-assistant-law-clerk-0676-complex-litigation?pagetype=jobOpportunitiesJobs


Complex Litigation Docket. Dockets for civil

cases with multiple litigants and/or legally

challenging issues or multi-million dollar

claims for damages currently available in

Hartford, Stamford and Waterbury. Cases

accepted are assigned to an individual judge,

who presides over all aspects of the case. 

CONNECTICUT JUDICIAL BRANCH COMPLEX LITIGATION DOCKET
Judges:

Hartford Judicial District

     Honorable Thomas Moukawsher

     Honorable Carl J. Schuman

Stamford Judicial District

     Honorable Sheila A. Ozalis

Waterbury Judicial District

     Honorable Linda K. Lager

     Honorable Barbara N. Bellis

CONNECTICUT

Clerkships:

The Connecticut Judicial Branch Superior

Courts hire judicial clerks for one-year terms.

You can find more information on how to

apply here. 
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https://www.jud.ct.gov/external/super/spsess.htm#ComplexLitigationDocket
https://www.jud.ct.gov/external/super/superiorclerk.htm


The Delaware Court of Chancery is widely

recognized as the nation's preeminent forum

for the determination of disputes involving the

internal affairs of the thousands upon

thousands of Delaware corporations and

other business entities through which a vast

amount of the world's commercial affairs is

conducted. Its unique competence in and

exposure to issues of business law are

unmatched. The litigation in the Court of

Chancery consists largely of corporate

matters, trusts, estates, and other fiduciary

matters, disputes involving the purchase and

sale of land, questions of title to real estate,

and commercial and contractual matters in

general.

DELAWARE CHANCERY COURT
Judges:

Chancellor Kathaleen St. J. McCormick

Vice Chancellor J. Travis Laster

Vice Chancellor Sam Glasscock III

Vice Chancellor Joseph R. Slights III

Vice Chancellor Morgan T. Zurn

Vice Chancellor Paul A. Fioravanti, Jr.

Vice Chancellor Lori W. Will

DELAWARE

Clerkships:

Check the website for more information. 
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https://courts.delaware.gov/Chancery/


Business Court specializes in handling

complex business cases, such as antitrust

suits, intellectual property cases, franchise

cases and unfair competition cases. The goal

is to handle business litigation matters in an

effective and efficient manner. Benefits of a

business litigation section include the

following: 1) implementation of standardized

procedures; 2) higher degree of consistency

of rulings on recurring issues; and 3)

economic stimulus to the community.

9TH CIRCUIT COMPLEX BUSINESS LITIGATION DIVISION
Judge:

Honorable John Jordan

FLORIDA

11TH CIRCUIT COMPLEX BUSINESS LITIGATION DIVISION
The Complex Business Litigation Division was

created in 2006 to address the overwhelming

number of complex business cases filed in the

Eleventh Judicial Circuit. The purpose of the

division is to promote the orderly and efficient

disposition of complex business matters. The

Division has a dedicated Judge, support staff,

case manager, court clerk and legal staff.

Judges:

Honorable Judge Michael A. Hanzman

Honorable Judge Alan Fine

6

https://ninthcircuit.org/divisions/business-court
https://www.jud11.flcourts.org/About-the-Court/Ourt-Courts/Civil-Court/Complex-Business-Litigation


Business Court is a specialized division of the

circuit civil court, identified as Division L. It

was created in 2007 to resolve business

related disputes. The types of cases that are

automatically assigned to the business

division are: Internal affairs or governance;

dissolution or liquidation rights; obligations

between or among owners (shareholders,

partners, members); or liability or indemnity of

managers (officers, directors, managers,

trustees, or members or partners functioning

as managers) of corporations, partnerships,

limited partnerships, limited liability

companies or partnerships; B. Trade secrets

and non-compete agreements; C. Intellectual

property; D. Securities or state securities

laws; E. Antitrust statutes; F. Shareholder

derivative actions and related class actions;

G. Corporate trust affairs or director and

officer liability; 

13TH CIRCUIT COMPLEX BUSINESS LITIGATION DIVISION
H. Non-consumer UCC-related transactions; I.

Purchases and sales of businesses or the

assets of a business; and J. Franchisee /

franchisor relationships and liabilities. Under

the administrative order, other complex cases

may be transferred into business court at the

request of the judge assigned to the case.

Judge:

Honorable Daren D. Farfante

FLORIDA

7

https://www.fljud13.org/businesscourt.aspx


The Complex Business and Tort Divisions of

the 17th Judicial Circuit were created by

Administrative Order in 2004. The complex

business court handles complex class action

cases, dissolution of certain business entities,

assignment for the benefit of creditor cases,

and management of large business and

construction litigation cases. The complex tort

and business divisions manage cases which

general civil division judges do not have

adequate time to devote the resources

necessary to manage and try.

17TH CIRCUIT COMPLEX BUSINESS LITIGATION DIVISION
Judge:

Honorable Chief Judge Jack Tuter

FLORIDA
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http://www.17th.flcourts.org/circuit-civil-complex-litigation/


The court, established in 2020 may exercise

jurisdiction over claims: Arising under the Georgia

Arbitration Code; Arising under the Georgia

International Commercial Arbitration Code;

Arising under the Georgia Trade Secrets Act of

1990; Involving securities, including but not limited

to disputes arising under the Georgia Uniform

Securities Act of 2008; Arising under the Uniform

Commercial Code; Arising under the Georgia

Business Corporation Code; Arising under the

Uniform Partnership Act; Arising under the

Georgia Revised Uniform Limited Partnership Act;

Arising under the Uniform Limited Partnership Act;

Arising under Georgia Limited Liability Company

Act; That relate to the internal affairs of

businesses, including, but not limited to, rights or

obligations between or among business

participants regarding the liability or indemnity of

business participants, officers, directors,

managers, trustees, or partners; Arising under

federal law over which courts of this state have

concurrent jurisdiction; Where the complaint

includes a professional malpractice claim arising

out of a business dispute;

GEORGIA STATEWIDE BUSINESS COURT
 Involving tort claims between or among two or

more business entities or individuals as to their

business or investment activities relating to

contracts, transactions, or relationships between

or among such entities or individuals; For breach

of contract, fraud, or misrepresentation between

businesses arising out of business transactions or

relationships; Arising from e-commerce

agreements; technology licensing agreements,

including, but not limited to, software and

biotechnology license agreements; or any other

agreement involving the licensing of any

intellectual property right, including, but not

limited to, an agreement relating to patent rights;

and Involving commercial real property. 

Judge:

Honorable William 'Bill' Hamrick

Clerkships: 

This court hires term clerks. Watch Symplicity for

postings.  

GEORGIA

9

https://www.georgiabusinesscourt.com/


The Business Case Division provides just,

accurate, timely, and efficient resolution of

complex commercial and business cases filed

in Fulton Superior and Fulton State Courts, in

addition to retaining legal business in

Georgia and developing a robust body of

business law in Georgia.

Join more than 500 businesses that have

chosen the Business Case Division to resolve

their cases because of the expert judicial

attention given to complicated business

cases by experienced Judges with training in

business law subjects.

METRO ATLANTA BUSINESS CASE DIVISION
Judges:

Honorable Kelly Lee Ellerbe

Honorable John J. Goger

Honorable Elizabeth E. Long

Honorable Eric A. Richardson

Honorable Wesley B. Tailor

GEORGIA
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https://www.fultoncourt.org/business/


Commercial Calendars hear cases, whether

based upon theories of tort, contract or

otherwise, that involve a commercial

relationship between the parties.

CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY COMMERCIAL CALENDAR SECTION
Judges:

Honorable Mary Colleen Roberts

Honorable Jerry A. Esrig

Honorable Daniel J. Kubasiak

Honorable John J. Curry, Jr.

Honorable Michael F. Otto

Honorable Thomas More Donnelly

Honorable Patrick J. Sherlock

Honorable James E. Snyder

ILLINOIS
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https://www.cookcountycourt.org/ABOUT-THE-COURT/County-Department/Law-Division/Commercial-Calendar-Section


Allen County is one of 10 sites statewide

where Commercial Courts began in 2016. The

purpose of Commercial Courts is to: Establish

judicial structures that will help all court users

by improving court efficiency; Allow business

and commercial disputes to be resolved with

expertise, technology, and efficiency;

Enhance the accuracy, consistency, and

predictability of decisions in business and

commercial cases; Enhance economic

development in Indiana by furthering the

efficient, predictable resolution of business

and commercial law disputes; and

Employ and encourage electronic information

technologies, such as e-filing, e-discovery,

telephone/video conferencing, and also

employ early alternative dispute resolution

interventions, as consistent with Indiana law.

ALLEN COUNTY COMMERCIAL COURT
Judge:

Honorable Craig Bobay

INDIANA
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https://allensuperiorcourt.us/civil/commercial-courts/


Elkhart Superior Court No. 2 has been designated

as a commercial court in the State of Indiana. The

commercial court docket is designed to promote

efficiency in the handling of serious business and

commercial disputes. Elkhart Superior Court No. 2

is one of six courts designated a pilot project

court. The commercial courts are intended to

enhance the accuracy, consistency, and

predictability of decisions in business and

commercial cases. The court employs information

technologies, active case management, and early

utilization of alternative dispute resolution

intervention.

ELKHART COUNTY COMMERCIAL COURT
Judge:

Honorable Stephen R. Bowers

INDIANA

 FLOYD COUNTY COMMERCIAL COURT
The Indiana Supreme Court appointed Judge

Granger in 2016 to preside over complex business

disputes throughout Indiana. The Commercial

Court aims for more efficiency, less expense and

better outcomes in business cases to encourage

successful businesses to locate in Indiana with the

hopes of bringing positive economic development

and quality employment to our citizens. 

Judge:

Honorable Maria D. Granger
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https://elkhartcounty.com/en/government/courts/civil-protective-orders/
https://www.floydcounty.in.gov/index.php/floyd-county-government/floyd-county-indiana-superior-court-3
https://www.floydcounty.in.gov/index.php/floyd-county-government/floyd-county-indiana-superior-court-3


 HAMILTON COUNTY COMMERCIAL COURT              

INDIANA

 LAKE COUNTY COMMERCIAL COURT

Judges:

Honorable John Brown

Honorable John Sedia

MADISON COUNTY COMMERCIAL COURT Honorable Mark Dudley

MARION COUNTY COMMERCIAL COURT Honorable Heather Welch

ST. JOSEPH COUNTY COMMERCIAL COURT Honorable Steven Hostetler

VANDERBURGH COUNTY COMMERCIAL

COURT

Honorable Lakshmi ReddyVIGO COUNTY COMMERCIAL COURT
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Honorable Thomas Massey

https://www.hamiltoncounty.in.gov/189/Courts
https://www.hamiltoncounty.in.gov/189/Courts
https://www.in.gov/courts/iocs/publications/commercial-handbook/
https://www.in.gov/courts/iocs/publications/commercial-handbook/
https://www.madisoncounty.in.gov/government/judiciary
https://www.in.gov/courts/local/marion-county/
https://www.sjcindiana.com/259/Courts
https://www.evansvillegov.org/county/department/index.php?structureid=269
https://www.evansvillegov.org/county/department/index.php?structureid=269


The primary aim of the Iowa Business Specialty

Court is to move business and complex commercial

litigation cases through the court system more

expeditiously, lowering costs for litigants and the

court system. Businesses and attorneys benefit from

having judges assigned to their cases who have

particular experience and expertise in business

litigation, resulting in enhanced consistency,

predictability, and accuracy of decisions with

respect to complex business cases. District court

judges statewide benefit from the sharing of the

specialized judicial expertise developed by their

business court colleagues. All Iowans benefit from a

more attractive and cost-effective environment for

the resolution of complex business disputes.

Nonbusiness case dockets benefit from the removal

of time-consuming, complex business cases from the

general docket. The court system as a whole

benefits from the business court’s role as an

incubator of innovative court practices that may be

applied generally across the justice system.

Cases must involve claims for compensatory

damages totaling $200,000 or more or involve

claims seeking primarily injunctive or declaratory

relief.

IOWA BUSINESS SPECIALTY COURT

In addition, cases must also satisfy one or more of

the following criteria: Arise from technology

licensing agreements, including software and

biotechnology licensing agreements, or any

agreement involving the licensing of any intellectual

property right, including patent rights; Relate to the

internal affairs of businesses (i.e., corporations,

limited liability companies, general partnerships,

limited liability partnerships, sole proprietorships,

professional associations, real estate investment

trusts, and joint ventures), including the rights or

obligations between or among business participants,

or the liability or indemnity of business participants,

officers, directors, managers, trustees, or partners,

among themselves or to the business; Involve claims

of breach of contract, fraud, misrepresentation, or

statutory violations between businesses arising out

of business transactions or relationships; Be a

shareholder derivative or commercial class action;

Arise from commercial bank transactions; Relate to

trade secrets, noncompete, nonsolicitation, or

confidentiality agreements; Involve commercial real

property disputes other than residential landlord-

tenant disputes and foreclosures; Be a trade secrets,

antitrust, or securities-related action; Involve

business tort claims between or among two or more

business entities or individuals as to their business or

investment activities relating to contracts,

transactions, or relationships between or among

them.

Judges:

Fifth Judicial District of Iowa

     Honorable Lawrence McLellan 

     Honorable E. Sarah Crane

     Honorable David Nelmark

Seventh Judicial District of Iowa

     Honorable John D. Telleen

     Honorable Jeffrey D. Bert

Clerkships:

The court hires clerks for a term of one year. You

can find information about the current opportunities

here.

IOWA
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https://www.iowacourts.gov/iowa-courts/district-court/iowa-business-specialty-court
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/iowa?department%5b0%5d=444%20Judicial&sort=PostingDate%7CDescending


The Business Court Docket will provide specialized

attention for complex commercial cases, improve court

efficiency for all litigants, and create a more attractive

forum for doing business. 

Any Civil Case with proper venue in Jefferson Circuit

Court shall be assigned to the Business Court Docket if

the Gravamen of the dispute relates to any of the

following: Breach of contract claims involving a

Business Entity, other than (1) contract disputes

involving claims by a Consumer against a Business

Entity which are not asserted as part of a Complex

Consumer Class Action; and (2) contract disputes

involving claims by a Business Entity to collect an

account from a Consumer; Business tort claims against

a Business Entity, Affiliated Person or employee or

agent including but not limited to, interference with

contract or prospective business relationships, fraud,

misrepresentation, false advertising, antitrust, unfair

competition, unfair trade practices, trade libel or

disparagement; Business Class Actions not brought by

Consumers, with the exception that Complex

Consumer Class Actions are eligible; The formation,

governance, internal affairs, operations, control,

dissolution or liquidation of a Business Entity;  The

rights, obligations, liability or indemnity by, between or

among one or more Affiliated Persons of a Business

Entity; 

KENTUCKY BUSINESS COURT

Claims of breach of fiduciary duty or statutory

violations relating to a Business Entity or an Affiliated

Person arising out of business transactions or

relationships; The valuation, offering, solicitation, sale,

purchase, transfer, hypothecation or possession of a

Business Interest; The provisions of KRS Chapters 14A,

271B, 272, 272A, 273, 273A, 274, 275, 279, 292, 362,

362.1, 362.2, 365 and those pertaining to any statutory

or business trusts under KRS Chapters 386 or 386A;

Intellectual property, trade secret (including under the

Uniform Trade Secret Act), nondisclosure,

confidentiality, non-competition and nonsolicitation

disputes; Transactions governed by the Uniform

Commercial Code, except Consumer transactions;

Franchise, distribution, agency or dealer disputes; The

purchase or sale of all or part of a Business Entity,

whether by merger, acquisition of assets or ownership

interests therein, or otherwise; Insurance, indemnity,

surety and guaranty contracts and bonds, insuring

Business Entities and their Affiliated Persons and

employees against liability, loss and damage, including

coverage disputes, but not including suits in which the

Gravamen of the suit is a Personal Injury Dispute, a

claim for wrongful death, or property damage for

nonbusiness property owned or possessed by a natural

person; Commercial real estate, except where the

Gravamen is a Personal Injury Dispute, wrongful death

or property damage for non-business property owned

or possessed by a natural person; Environmental

disputes arising from a breach of a contractual or legal

obligation or indemnity between Business Entities; The

provision of professional services to a Business Entity or

the provision of professional services regarding the

valuation, offering, solicitation, sale, purchase, transfer

or possession of a Business Interest; or Claims involving

a Business Entity or Business Interest not included

above, or excluded under BCR 2.2 below, that

otherwise should be considered eligible for assignment

to the Business Court, in the discretion of the Business

Court.

Judges:

Honorable Angela McCormick Bisig 

Honorable Charles L. Cunningham

KENTUCKY
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https://kycourts.gov/Courts/Business-Court/Pages/default.aspx


The Business and Consumer Docket, also known as the

BCD, is a statewide docket that handles selected

business and/or consumer cases. The goals are to:

Provide predictable judicial action in selected cases

involving business and/or consumer disputes; Avoid

placing unnecessary burdens on the court and the

parties in such cases; Keep litigation costs reasonable;

and Promote an effective and efficient process for

resolving such disputes.

Types of cases considered for transfer: Jury and nonjury

civil actions, including but not limited to appeals under

Rules 80B and 80C, business dissolutions, class actions,

and family matters cases that require distribution of

business assets that do not involve children. New filings

and cases currently pending in the Superior and

District Courts. Actions in which the principal claim(s)

involve matters of significance to the transactions,

operations, or governance of a business entity and/or

the rights of a consumer arising out of transactions or

other dealings with a business and/or governmental

entity; and Specialized or differentiated judicial

management is required. 

MAINE JUDICIAL BRANCH BUSINESS & CONSUMER COURT
Clerkships:

The court hires clerks for a term of one year. You

can find information about the current

opportunities here.

MAINE
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https://www.courts.maine.gov/courts/bcd/index.html
https://www.courts.maine.gov/about/clerkships.html
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/iowa?department%5b0%5d=444%20Judicial&sort=PostingDate%7CDescending


Maryland Rule 16-308 was adopted by the Maryland

Court of Appeals to establish a business and

technology case management program to enable

each circuit court to handle business and

technology matters in a coordinated, efficient, and

responsive manner and to afford convenient access

to lawyers and litigants in business and technology

matters.

Clerkships: 

Find Maryland clerkship opportunities here.  

MARYLAND BUISNESS AND TECHNOLOGY CASE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM
Judges:

Honorable Kathleen L. Beckstead, 1st Circuit

Honorable Keith A. Baynes, 2nd Circuit

Honorable Michael Finifter, 3rd Circuit

Honorable H. Patrick Stringer Jr., 3rd Circuit

Honorable Keith R. Truffer, 3rd Circuit

Honorable Andrew F. Wilkinson, 4th Circuit

Honorable William C. Mulford, II, 5th Circuit

Honorable Alison L. Asti, 5th Circuit

Honorable Richard S. Bernhardt, 5th Circuit

Honorable Cathleen M. Vitale, 5th Circuit

Honorable Glenn L. Klavans, 5th Circuit

Honorable Robert J. Thompson, 5th Circuit

Honorable Anne K. Albright, 6th Circuit

Honorable Julie R. Rubin, 6th Circuit

Honorable Harry C. Storm, 6th Circuit

Honorable John Paul Davey, 7th Circuit

Honorable William A. Snoddy, 7th Circuit

Honorable Michael J. Stamm, 7th Circuit

Honorable Yvette M. Bryant, 8th Circuit

Honorable Audrey J.S. Carrion, 8th Circuit

Honorable Lawrence P. Fletcher-Hill, 8th Circuit

Honorable Jeffrey M. Geller, 8th Circuit

Honorable Anthony F. Vittoria, 8th Circuit

MARYLAND
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https://www.mdcourts.gov/careers/lawclerkopenings
https://www.courts.state.md.us/businesstech


The Business Litigation Session of the Superior Court

(BLS) provides a forum for business and commercial

disputes which, because of their complexity, will

benefit from individualized and collaborative case

management. The BLS is actually two sessions (BLS1

and BLS2) of the Superior Court for Suffolk County.

Instituted in 1999, the BLS provides a forum for business

and commercial disputes which, because of their

complexity, will benefit from individualized and

collaborative case management.  

Categories of cases heard in the BLS include, among

other things, shareholder derivative claims, business

torts, intellectual property and insurance coverage

disputes, and claims arising from the sale of assets,

corporate mergers, and restrictive covenants in

employment agreements. The BLS also hears matters

brought by the Attorney General on behalf of classes

of consumers as well as actions brought by private

parties alleging unfair and deceptive business

practices.

The judges, all seasoned veterans of the Superior

Court, are permanently assigned to the two sessions,

and work together in teams of two, each judge sitting

in the session for six months at a time.

SUPERIOR COURT BUSINESS LITIGATION SESSION
Judges: 

Honorable Peter Krupp (January-June)

Honorable Hélène Kazanjian (July-December)

Honorable Kenneth Salinger (January–June)

Honorable Michael Ricciuti (July–December)

Honorable Judge Kenneth Salinger (BLS Administrative

Justice)

MASSACHUSETTS
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https://www.mass.gov/superior-court-business-litigation-session


Business courts are intended to provide a case

management structure that facilitates more

timely, effective, and predictable resolution of

complex business cases. Specialized dockets

improve the efficiency of the courts, which

benefits all litigants.

Effective October 17, 2012, Public Act 333

requires circuit courts with three or more judges

to create a specialized business court docket. Any

case that has a business or commercial dispute as

defined in the act, whether in the initial pleading

or added later, must be placed on the business

docket, even if the case also contains nonbusiness

claims. Courts with less than three circuit judges

may, but are not required to, have a business

court.

A case must be assigned to the Business Court if:

The amount in controversy is greater than

$25,000, AND All or part of the action includes a

business or commercial dispute. 

MICHIGAN COURTS BUSINESS COURT

A business or commercial dispute is any of the

following: An action in which all of the parties are

business enterprises; An action in which 1 or more

of the parties are business enterprises and the

other parties are its or their present or former:

Owners, Managers, Shareholders, Members,

Directors, Officers, Agents, Employees, Suppliers,

Competitors; An action in which 1 of the parties is

a nonprofit organization and the claims arise out

of that party’s organizational structure,

governance, or finances; An action involving the

sale, merger, purchase, combination, dissolution,

liquidation, organizational structure, governance,

or finances of a business enterprise.

Judges:

Hon. Donna B. Howard, Berrien County

Hon. Brian K. Kirkham, Calhoun County

Hon. F. Kay Behm, Genesee County

Hon. Brian S. Pickell, Genesee County

Hon. Joyce Draganchuk, Ingham County

Hon. Richard N. LaFlamme, Jackson County

Hon. Alexander C. Lipsey, Kalamazoo County

Hon. Terence J. Ackert, Kent County

Hon. Christopher P. Yates, Kent County

Hon. Michael P. Hatty, Livingston County

Hon. Richard L. Caretti, Macomb County

Hon. Kathryn A. Viviano, Macomb County

Hon. Daniel White, Monroe County

Hon. Timothy G. Hicks, Muskegon County

Hon. Victoria A. Valentine, Oakland County

Hon. Michael D. Warren Jr., Oakland County

Hon. Jon Van Allsburg, Ottawa County

Hon. M. Randall Jurrens, Saginaw County

Hon. Daniel J. Kelly, St. Clair County

Hon. Archie Cameron Brown, Washtenaw County

Hon. David J. Allen, Wayne County

Hon. David A. Groner, Wayne County

Hon. Muriel D. Hughes, Wayne County

Hon. Edward Ewell Jr., Wayne County

Hon. Brian R. Sullivan, Wayne County

Clerkships:

Some courts have clerkship openings. Check each

circuit court's website for open positions. 

MICHIGAN
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The Eighth Judicial District’s business court is

one of the excellent programs that the Eighth

Judicial District Court offers litigants involved

in business and commercial disputes. Four

departments, 11, 13, 16, and 27, are designated

as business courts. While there are many

similarities in the rules for a “regular” civil

litigation matter and a business court matter,

the rules do provide for enhanced case

management and discovery tools in business

court.

EIGHTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT
Judges:

Honorable Mark R. Denton

Honorable Ellie Roohani

Honorable Timothy C. Williams

Honorable Nancy L. Allf

NEVADA
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The BCDD is a statewide docket but operates

solely within the Hillsborough County Superior

Court North in Manchester. 

All civil actions in which the principal claim or

claims arise from or involve the following shall be

assigned to the business and commercial dispute

docket for all purposes, including motion practice,

discovery, injunctive relief, alternative dispute

resolution, and hearing on the merits with or

without a jury: Claims arising from breach of

contract or fiduciary duties, fraud,

misrepresentation, business tort, or statutory

violations arising out of business dealings or

transactions; Claims arising from transactions

under the Uniform Commercial Code; Claims

arising from the purchase, sale, and lease of

commercial real or personal property or security

interests therein; Claims related to surety bonds;

Franchisee/franchisor relationships and liabilities;

Malpractice claims of non-medical professionals

in connection with rendering services to a

business enterprise; Real estate title petitions; 

NEW HAMPSHIRE BUSINESS AND COMMMERICAL DISPUTE DOCKET
Shareholder derivative actions; Commercial class

actions; Commercial bank transactions; Actions

relating to the internal affairs or governance;

dissolution or liquidation rights obligations

between and among owners, including

shareholders, partners, or members; or liability or

indemnity of managers, including officers,

directors, managers, trustees, or members or

partners functioning as managers, of

corporations, partnerships, limited partnerships,

limited liability companies or partnerships,

professional associations, business trusts, joint

ventures, or other business enterprises; Business

insolvencies and receiverships; Other complex

disputes of a business or commercial nature.

Judge:
Honorable David A. Anderson

Clerkships: 

The court hires clerks for a term of one year. Find

more information about current opportunities

here.

NEW HAMPSHIRE
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https://www.courts.nh.gov/our-courts/superior-court/superior-court-law-clerk-program


The New Jersey Supreme Court established the

Complex Business Litigation Program on Jan. 1,

2015. On Sept. 1, 2018, rules governing the

practice and procedure in CBLP cases became

effective.

The program and its rules are designed to better

serve the litigation needs of businesses by

resolving complex business, commercial and

construction cases in an expedited manner.

Cases in the CBLP usually arise from business or

commercial transactions or construction projects

that have complex factual or legal issues, a large

number of parties, substantial discovery issues,

multiple experts, implications for business beyond

the decision in the particular case and a probable

significant interpretation of a business or

commercial statute.

A case is automatically assigned to the CBLP if

the amount in controversy is at least $200,000

and the litigants self-designate the case as

complex commercial or complex construction. For

a case not presumptively assigned to the

program, litigants can file a motion requesting

inclusion where the claim involves complex

business-related issues and/or the amount in

controversy is less than $200,000.

NEW JERSEY COMPLEX BUSINESS

LITIGATION PROGRAM

 Likewise, a motion can be made to exclude a

case from the program. Whether pursuant to a

motion, or on the judge’s own accord, the CBLP

judge will review a case to determine whether the

complex nature of the action or the threshold

damages claim amount has been established. The

case will then be included or removed from the

CBLP, accordingly.

Judges:

Honorable John C. Porto, Atlantic/Cape May

Honorable Robert C. Wilson, Bergen

Honorable Aimee R. Belgard, Burlington

Honorable Steven J. Polansky, Camden

Honorable Keith E. Lynott, Essex

Honorable Anthony V. D’Elia, Hudson

Honorable Douglas H. Hurd, Mercer

Honorable Lisa M. Vignuolo, Middlesex

Honorable Mara Zazzali-Hogan, Monmouth

Honorable Frank J. DeAngelis, Morris/Sussex

Honorable Randal C. Chiocca, Passaic

Honorable Thomas J. Walsh, Union

Honorable Kevin M. Shanahan,

Somerset/Hunterdon/Warren

Honorable Craig L. Wellerson, Ocean

Honorable James Swift,

Cumberland/Gloucester/Salem

Clerkships:

The New Jersey Judiciary hires about 480 law

school graduates for one-year clerkships each

year. Law clerks gain hands-on experience in a

court environment with a national reputation for

its innovative work. Gain valuable insight into the

daily activities of judges, prosecutors, defense

attorneys, trial litigators and the support

personnel of the court system while serving the

public. Acquire in-depth knowledge and

understanding of the legal process that can only

be learned by working with a judge. Applicants

will be contacted directly by judges or justices for

interviews. Find more information about New

Jersey Courts clerkships here.

NEW JERSEY
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In 1993, the Supreme Court, Civil Branch, NY County

established four Commercial Parts. As of the

present there are 28 Commercial Division justices

statewide and the Commercial Division spans ten

different jurisdictions: Albany, Kings, Nassau, New

York, Onondaga, Queens, Suffolk and Westchester

Counties as well as the entire Seventh and Eighth

Judicial Districts.

The Commercial Division serves as a forum for

resolution of complicated commercial disputes.

Successful resolution of these disputes requires

particular expertise across the broad and complex

expanse of commercial law. Because disclosure in

commercial cases can be complicated, protracted

and expensive, particularly in light of electronic

discovery, the Division makes use of vigorous and

efficient case management. The court sets

deadlines and enforces them, managing discovery

as needed to protect the rights of the parties to fair

disclosure while minimizing expense and delay.

Motion practice, especially in the form of motions to

dismiss or for summary judgment, is common in

commercial cases. The caseload of the Division is

thus very demanding, requiring of the court

scholarship in commercial law, experience in the

management of complex cases, and a wealth of

energy.

COMMERCIAL DIVISION- NEW YORK

SUPREME COURT

Judges:

7th Judicial District, Rochester

     Honorable J. Scott Odorisi 

8th Judicial District, Buffalo

     Honorable Deborah Chimes 

     Honorable Emilio Colaiacovo 

     Honorable Henry J. Nowak 

     Honorable Timothy J. Walker 

Albany

     Honorable Richard Platkin

Bronx

     Honorable Fidel E. Gomez

Kings County/ Brooklyn

     Honorable Lawrence Knipel

Nassau County

     Honorable Sharon M.J. Gianelli

     Honorable Timothy S. Discoll

     Honorable Jerome Murphy

New York County/ Manhattan

     Honorable Andrew Borrok

     Honorable Margret Chan

     Honorable Joel M. Cohen

     Honorable Melissa A. Crane

     Honorable Andrea Masley

     Honorable Barry Ostrager

     Honorable Robert R. Reed

     Honorable Jennifer G. Schecter

Onondaga County

     Honorable Deborah H. Karalunas

     Honorable Donald A. Greenwood

Queens County

     Honorable. Marguerite A. Grays

     Honorable Leonard Livote

     Honorable Joseph Risi

Suffolk County

     Honorable Jerry Garguilo

     Honorable Elizabeth Hazlitt Emerson

     Honorable James Hudson

Westchester County

     Honorable Linda S. Jamieson

     Honorable Gretchen Walsh

Clerkships:

Judges hire Assistant Law Clerks for one or more terms.

Find current opportunities here. 

NEW YORK
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The North Carolina Business Court is a

specialized forum of the superior court

division. Cases involving complex and

significant issues of corporate and

commercial law in our state are assigned by

the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of

North Carolina to a special superior court

judge for complex business cases who

oversees resolution of all matters in the case

through trial.

Established in 1996, the Business Court has

locations in Charlotte, Greensboro, Raleigh,

and Winston-Salem. 

NORTH CAROLINA BUSINESS COURT
Judges:

Honorable Louis A. Bledsoe, III, Charlotte

Honorable Adam M. Conrad, Charlotte

Honorable Julianna Theall Earp, Greensboro

Honorable Mark A. Davis, Raleigh

Honorable Michael L. Robinson, Winston-

Salem

NORTH CAROLINA

25
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Located in Cuyahoga County, Franklin County, Hamilton County, and Lucas County. 
OHIO COURT OF COMMON PLEAS COMMERCIAL DOCKET

OHIO
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https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/folderbrowser/?f=/commercial_dockets


The Oregon Complex Litigation Court (OCLC)

was established by Chief Justice Order No.

10-066, effective December 2, 2010. The

OCLC is available for circuit court civil cases

across the state that are complex due to a

variety of factors, including subject matter,

number of parties, factual issues, legal issues,

discovery issues, and length of trial.

The OCLC offers parties targeted case

management and trial by an experienced civil

trial judge. The OCLC offers circuit courts a

management option for cases that may

overwhelm a court’s docket and resources.

The focus of the OCLC is on identification of

essential issues, efficient discovery, structured

pretrial procedures, and expedient case

resolution.

OREGON COMPLEX LITIGATION COURT
Judges:

Multnomah County

     Honorable Stephen K. Bushong 

     Honorable Eric L. Dahlin

     Honorable Jerry B. Hodson

     Honorable David F. Rees

Lane County

     Honorable Lauren S. Holland

     Honorable Charles D. Carlson

Clerkships:

Some judges hire term clerks, look for

opportunities here.

OREGON
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The Philadelphia Commerce Court Case

Management Program ("Commerce Court") is a

specialized civil program of the Trial Division of the

Philadelphia Court of Common Pleas. Commercial

and business-to-business disputes filed after

January 2000, that are not subject to the court's

Compulsory Arbitration Program, are assigned to the

Commerce Court. All Class Actions and a motions

regarding Confessed Judgments are also assigned

to the Commerce Court.

The trial judges assigned to the Commerce Court

are all experienced jurists. They routinely hear

complex disputes involving, but not limited to:

corporate shareholders, company members and

partners; sales, mergers and dissolutions of

businesses; commercial real estate transactions;

construction and other business contracts;

commercial insurance policies; legal, accounting

and other professional (non-medical) malpractice;

unfair competition, corporate fraud and theft of

trade secrets; and negotiable instruments.

PHILADELPHIA COURT OF COMMON PLEAS- COMMERCE COURT CASE

MANAGEMENT PROGRAM
Cases assigned to the Commerce Court are

governed by the same state and local rules of

procedure that apply to all other civil cases. Each

case in the Commerce Court is assigned to a single

judge who is then responsible for handling all

aspects of the case, including discovery disputes,

preliminary objections, summary judgment and other

motions, and trial.

Judges:

Honorable Nina Wright Padilla, Supervising Judge

Honorable Ramy I. Djerassi

Honorable Leon W. Tucker

Clerkships (unpaid):

The court has unpaid fellowship opportunities. You

can find more information about the First Judicial

District's Judicial Fellowship Program here. 

PENNSYLVANIA
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The types of cases that may be assigned to the Center

fall into two major categories: Commerce or Complex

Litigation. The Commerce category is subject matter

based. The Complex Litigation category is based on

the complexities of the litigation.

Commerce cases presumptively assigned to the center:

Shareholder derivative actions and all other actions

relating to the governance and conduct of internal

affairs of all business enterprises, however organized,

including liability of officers, directors, partners,

managers, and trustees under statute and common

law; Actions involving sale or purchase, or merger or

conversion of any form of business entity, including the

sale of the entire assets of the entity; Actions in which

the primary claims arise out of restrictive covenants

and involve a severe disruption of the affairs of a

business; Actions where the primary disputes involve

intellectual property or trade secrets; Actions relating

to securities, including claims arising out of violations

of securities act of any jurisdiction; Actions where the

primary claims relate to the Internet, electronic

commerce, and biotechnology, including disputes over

the interpretation and enforcement of any agreements

involving these topics; Any class actions for which the

Class Action Judge has not assumed responsibility. 

FIFTH JUDICAL DISTRICT OF

PENNSYLVANIA COMMERCE AND

COMPLEX LITIGATION CENTER

Other Commercial Litigation: Litigation under the

Uniform Commercial Code arising out of commercial

transactions which involves complex factual or legal

issues or will otherwise require extensive case

management; Actions arising out of commercial

transactions involving alleged breaches of contract

or fiduciary duties, fraud, misrepresentation, business

torts, violations of anti-trust and restraint of trade

laws if the claims involve complex factual or legal

issues or will otherwise require extensive case

management; Employer-employee disputes,

including discrimination claims, where the litigation

involves complex factual or legal issues or will

otherwise require extensive case management;

Insurance coverage disputes arising from policies

insuring business enterprises and any disputes as to

environmental insurance coverage provided, as to

both types of disputes, that the dispute involves an

amount of at least $250,000; Business insolvencies

and receiverships; Confirmation and Vacation of

Arbitration Awards entered in favor of or against a

business entity if the amount of the controversy

exceeds $250,000; Franchisor-franchisee disputes

which involve complex factual or legal issues or will

otherwise require extensive case management.

Clerkships:

Clerkship opportunities are available. Check for

opportunities here.

PENNSYLVANIA
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Judges: 

Honorable Brian P. Stern 

Honorable Sarah Taft-Carter 

Honorable Richard A. Licht

RHODE ISLAND SUPERIOR COURT

RHODE ISLAND
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Without respect to the amount in controversy,

civil matters in which the principal claim or

claims are made under the following Titles of

the South Carolina Code of Laws are

appropriate matters to be assigned to the

Business Court: Title 33—South Carolina

Business Corporation Act of 1988; Title 35—

South Carolina Uniform Securities Act of

2005; Title 36, Chapter 8—South Carolina

Uniform Commercial Code: Investment

Securities; Title 39, Chapter 3—Trade and

Commerce: Trusts, Monopolies, and Restraints

of Trade; Title 39, Chapter 8—Trade and

Commerce: The South Carolina Trade Secrets

Act; Title 39, Chapter 15—Trade and

Commerce: Labels and Trademarks; or, for

such other cases as the Chief Business Court

Judge may determine. 

SOUTH CAROLINA BUSINESS COURT
Judges: 

Honorable R. Lawton McIntosh

Honorable J. Mark Hayes II

Honorable Clifton Newman

Honorable William H. Seals, Jr.

Honorable Roger M. Young, Sr.

Honorable Maite Murphy

Honorable R. Markley Dennis, Jr.

Honorable J. Derham Cole

Honorable Alison R. Lee

Honorable Diane Schafer Goodstein

Honorable Carmen T. Mullen

SOUTH CAROLINA
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The Business Court Docket Pilot Project seeks

to provide all Tennessee businesses and

citizens with a specialized forum to hear

complex or unique questions of business law.

It was originally established by Supreme

Court Order in March, 2015, and was

extended in April and December, 2017, with

slight modifications.  

TENNESEE STATE COURTS BUSINESS COURT DOCKET

Judge: 

Chancellor Anne C. Martin

TENNESSEE
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West Virginia Code § 51-2-15, adopted a process for

efficiently managing and resolving litigation

involving commercial issues and disputes between

businesses that includes the establishment of a

Business Court Division to handle a specialized court

docket within the circuit courts. 

The Business Court Division "Division" consists of up

to seven (7) active or senior status circuit court

judges who shall be appointed by the Chief Justice,

with the approval of the Supreme Court of Appeals. 

WEST VIRGINIA JUDICIARY BUSINESS COURT DIVISION

Judges:

Honorable Michael D. Lorensen, 23rd Judicial Circuit

Honorable Christopher C. Wilkes, Senior Judge

Honorable Paul T. Farrell, 6th Judicial Circuit

Honorable H. Charles Carl, III, 22nd Judicial Circuit

Honorable Jennifer P. Dent, 11th Judicial Circuit

Honorable Shawn D. Nines, 19th Judicial Circuit

Honorable Maryclaire Akers, 13th Judicial Circuit

Clerkships:

Circuit judges hire judicial law clerks. Find current

opportunities here.

WEST VIRGINIA
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In April 2017, the Wisconsin Supreme Court

approved the creation of a pilot project for

dedicated circuit court judicial dockets for large

claim commercial cases. In 2020 the pilot project

was extended for an additional 2 years and

expanded to include Dane County and the circuit

courts of the Second and the Tenth Judicial

Administrative Districts. The extension also added

additional case types to the commercial docket,

made clear that it was available for cases in

counties or districts that are not included in the

pilot project, as well as for cases that do not

automatically qualify, if the parties and chief

judge agree the case is suitable for the docket.

WISCONSIN COMMERCIAL DOCKET
Judges:

District 2

     Honorable Jon E. Fredrickson

     Honorable Eugene A. Gasiorkiewicz

     Honorable David Reddy

     Honorable David P. Wilk

District 8

     Honorable Tammy Jo Hock

     Honorable Michael T. Judge

     Honorable Mark J. McGinnis

     Honorable James Morrison

District 10

     Honorable Scott Nordstrand

     Honorable Michael Schumacher

     Honorable Michael Waterman

Dane County

     Honorable Val L. Bailey-Rihn

     Honorable Julie Genovese

     Honorable Frank Remington

Waukesha County

     Honorable Michael Aprahamian

     Honorable Michael Bohren

     Honorable William Domina

WISCONSIN
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On March 15, 2019, Governor Gordon signed

into law an act of the 2019 Wyoming

legislature creating a Chancery Court, whose

purpose is to provide a forum for streamlined

resolution of commercial, business, and trust

cases. The act establishes a court with

jurisdiction to decide actions seeking

declaratory or injunctive relief and actions

seeking money recovery over $50,000 that

arise from claims including breach of

contract, breach of fiduciary duty, fraud,

derivative actions, the Uniform Commercial

Code, and the Uniform Trust Code. The

Wyoming Supreme Court adopted final rules

for the Chancery Court on September 21,

2021.

WYOMING CHANCERY COURT

Judges:

Honorable Richard L. Lavery

Honorable Steven K. Sharpe

Clerkships:

Available clerkship opportunities can be

found here.

WYOMING

35

https://www.courts.state.wy.us/chancery-court/
https://www.courts.state.wy.us/court-administration/careers/


Assistant Dean for Public Service 
Rita A. Sheffey 

Rita.sheffey@emory.edu 
(404) 727-3838 direct 

(404) 314-1410 cell

Program Coordinator
Georgette M.C. Thinn 

gthinn@emory.edu 
(404) 727-3349 direct 

Emory Law Center for Public
Service

 
lawclerkships@emory.edu
Gambrell Hall Suite G101

 

Updated: September 12, 2022


