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IANPHI President Jeff Koplan meets with  
Dr. Abdulsalami Nasidi, director of the Nigeria 
Center for Disease Control, who is working 
with IANPHI on a strategic plan that charts 
the future direction of NCDC. Dr. Koplan 
will head the Nigeria CDC’s advisory board.

President’s Message: Transitions
Can it really be six years since public health leaders from 39 countries met 
in Rio de Janeiro to create an unprecedented global network for sharing their 
experiences and expertise? You know the rest of the story—today IANPHI  
is 79-institutes-strong and growing. With the generous backing of the Bill  
and Melinda Gates Foundation and though our peer-to-peer approach,  
we’ve promoted collaborations that have created or strengthened national 
public health institutes (NPHIs) in 35 countries.

While we have grown considerably, our mission has stayed consistent.  
We will continue to help build the national capacity needed in low-resource 
countries to respond decisively to public health threats such as influenza, 
HIV-AIDS, TB, noncommunicable diseases, and maternal and child health 
issues as well as the need for vaccine initiatives.

At our 2012 Annual Meeting later this month, my term as president will end. 
Along with your support of IANPHI’s new leadership, I hope you will continue 
to be generous with your time, expertise, and resources to further IANPHI’s 
peer-to-peer model, which has led to impressive return on investments for 
our donors and most importantly, the world’s health. 

I feel honored to have gotten to know and work with many of you during 
these formative years of IANPHI, and thank you for the time and energy  
you have devoted to make IANPHI a unique presence in strengthening  
public health both locally and globally.  

Jeffrey Koplan
President, IANPHI

  

Share the News
Please pass on this IANPHI World newsletter 
to key people in your institute, partners, 
potential funders, and other colleagues who 
may be interested in IANPHI’s work. 
Click here to forward this newsletter.  

http://us1.forward-to-friend.com/forward?u=11ad46d81331e83cdf62a0d0a&id=f0e0b0051d&e=[UNIQID]


Networking to Address Global Health Challenges
More than 130 IANPHI members and partners have registered for the 
seventh Annual Meeting, September 30–October 2, in Mexico City, where 
they’ll share experience and expertise on topics ranging from Mexico’s 
innovative approaches to improving health outcomes to how NPHIs are 
dealing with problems of obesity. See the agenda.  

During the General Assembly on October 2, members will elect a new 
president and vice president as well as new members of the Executive 
Board. The EB is proposing the following new slate of officers:

President: Pekka Puska, Finland (National Institute for Health and 
Welfare-THL), succeeding Jeffrey Koplan, USA (Emory Global  
Health Institute).
Vice President: Mwele Malecela, Tanzania (National Institute for  
Medical Research), succeeding Dr. Puska.

The EB also is recommending the following slate for the board as well as  
a three-year membership for the immediate past president:

Justin McCracken, UK (Health Protection Agency)
Ilesh Jani, Mozambique (National Institute of Health)
Mauricio Hernández Àvila, Mexico (National Institute of Public Health) 
Jeffrey Koplan, USA (IANPHI Immediate past president)

In other business, IANPHI members will consider the application for  
membership of Public Health Wales.

INVS, IANPHI Collaborate on New Evaluation Tool
Colleagues from the National Public Health Surveillance Institute of France 
(INVS) are partnering with IANPHI to develop a tool to evaluate national 
public health institutes (NPHIs). 

This new tool will help countries recognize the value of NPHIs in countering 
public health threats, provide benchmarking, and facilitate peer-to-peer 
evaluation, similar to that recently completed for the China CDC.

The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation will provide limited support for this 
effort, and additional support may be sought from other donors. The initiative 
will build upon IANPHI’s 2007 Framework for the Creation and Development 
of National Public Health Institutes and the 2011 Bellagio meeting on Essen-
tial Public Health Functions for NPHIs and will be coordinated by Anne 
Catherine Viso (INVS), and Courtenay Dusenbury (IANPHI-US Secretariat).  

INVS Scientific Director Jean Claude Desenclos and IANPHI President 
Jeffrey Koplan will introduce ideas for the project during a session at this 
year’s Annual Meeting in Mexico City. A working group will be convened  
to further elaborate specific objectives, milestones, and a timeline. “We 
anticipate a series of conference calls and one or two interim meetings,  
with the tool ready for consideration and comment by IANPHI members 
during the 2013 General Assembly,” says Dr. Koplan.  

If you are interested in participating in the Annual Meeting session and/or  
the working group, contact Anne Catherine Viso or Courtenay Dusenbury. 

Join us in developing 
an NPHI evaluation tool 

that will benefit our 
member institutes for 

years to come.

Dr. Pekka Puska    Dr. Mwele Malecela       

2012 Annual Meeting  
Hosted by Mexico’s National 

Institute of Public Health
Hotel Melia, Mexico City

September 30–October 2, 2012 
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Nigeria Readying for National Lab Accreditation Effort
Nigeria is taking steps to assure that its laboratories have quality manage-
ment systems and meet accepted quality standards—through the acclaimed 
Strengthening Laboratory Management toward Accreditation (SLMTA)  
process developed by US CDC and WHO. An IANPHI-funded SLMTA  
Training of Trainers (TOT) program, which began in June, will yield a cadre 
of two dozen new master trainers primed to support a national roll out of  
lab accreditation programs in the country. 

“This will facilitate the accreditation of more laboratories in Nigeria which  
will certainly improve the quality of laboratory diagnoses and overall health 
care in Nigeria,” says Dr. Oni Idigbe, director of research for the National  
Institute of Medical Research. Of the 5,349 diagnostic laboratories operat-
ing in Nigeria, only 48% are registered with the Medical Laboratory Science 
Council of Nigeria, and only two (the NIMR HIV laboratory and Pathcare  
Nig lt Laboratories) have achieved accreditation from the International  
Organization for Standardization (ISO).  

Before the IANPHI support, NIMR had to rely on outside trainers. The new 
master trainers will serve as a major source of technical expertise for  
Nigeria and the region as a whole. 

Mentors Pair with Junior Scientists in Uganda
When the Uganda Virus Research Institute (UVRI) decided to strengthen its 
scientific capacity, its leaders turned to IANPHI and its mentorship program. 
The IANPHI team helped coordinate grant writing workshops in Uganda, 
pairing junior and senior scientists  to collaborate and develop skills together.

For example, laboratory-based researcher Prossy Namuwulya and research 
scientific officer Barnabas Bakamutumaho looked at the genotype distribu-
tion of the rubella virus and implications for a rubella vaccination initiative in 
Uganda. 

“Rubella is a big problem in every region in Uganda,” says Dr. Bakamu-
tumaho. Currently, there are no rubella immunization programs in Uganda 
where year-round outbreaks are often responsible for miscarriages and birth 
defects if infection occurs early in pregnancy. He helped guide his mentee’s 
study of samples to identify and monitor circulating strains in the country in 
order to develop a targeted vaccination program.

The two scientists hope to publish their conclusions in a peer-reviewed 
scientific journal, with the ultimate goal of providing scientific data to advo-
cate for and launch an effective immunization program against the disease. 

They were among a dozen mentor-mentee pairs who participated in the 
Uganda workshop in June 2012. Other pairs also pursued groundbreaking 
work ranging from the  use of mobile phone technology to increase safe 
male circumcision for HIV prevention to designing a novel approach to 
diagnosing Hepatitis E virus infection. Local workshop speakers included 
professors Pontiano Kaleebu and Alison Elliott (both from UVRI) and  
Prof. Harriet Mayanja-Kizza from Makerere University in Kampala. 

The Uganda workshop, supported by UVRI Director Edward Katongole-
Mbidde, was modeled on the scientific writing, publication, and mentorship 
workshops in Bangladesh held over the past few years, initially facilitated  
by Dr. Omar Khan from the University of Vermont and IANPHI. His mentee, 
Dr. Mushtuq Hussain, took charge of a second workshop in July 2011. 

 

Dr. Barnabas Bakamutumaho and 
researcher Prossy Namuwulya 
partnered to identify circulating strains 
of the rubella virus in Uganda in order 
to provide scientific evidence needed 
to launch an effective immunization 
program.  

New master trainers complete TOTS 
program in Nigeria. 



About Our Members
Argentina: Dr. Jaime Lazovski is the new director of the National 
Laboratories and Health Institutes Administration (ANLIS).

Croatia: Dr. Tamara Poljičanin now directs the National Institute of  
Public Health.

Equador: Dr Juan Carlos Pérez Ycaza is the new director of the National 
Institute for Hygiene and Tropical Medicine. 

Guinea-Bissau:  INASA’s new president is Dr. Francisco Aleluia Lopes, 
former general director for hospitals in Guinea-Bissau. He succeeds Dr. 
Amabelia Rodrigues, who guided the rebuilding of the public health system 
in this civil-war-torn country.  

Norway: Dr. Camilla Stoltenberg has been nominated as director general of 
the Norwegian Institute of Public Health, succeeding Dr. Geir Stene-Larsen. 

Peru: The new chief of the National Institutes of Health (INS) is Dr. Cesar 
Cabezas. 

Morocco: Dr. Mohamed Rhajaouiis is the new director of the National 
Institute of Hygiene, succeeding Dr. Rajae El Aouad, who continues as  
chief of the immunology virology laboratory, senior professor in immunology  
at the School of Medicine in Rabat, and resident member of the Hassan II 
Academy of Science and Technology where she co-chairs the College  
of Life Science. 

Cote-D’Ivoire, India, Kenya, Rwanda, and Sierra Leone have expressed 
interest in creating or strengthening their NPHIs, and have been visited 
recently by fact-finding teams that have included IANPHI staff and peer 
institutes. 

Read more about IANPHI members at www.ianphi.org
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