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Register Now for 2012 Annual Meeting in Mexico City

Network with your colleagues, share challenges and solutions, and build
stronger partnerships at IANPHI’s 2012 Annual Meeting, hosted by Mexico’s
National Public Health Institute and set for Sept. 30–
Oct. 2 in Mexico City.

At this seventh annual event, the unmatched value
of IANPHI’s 79–member strong network will be
explored through technical sessions and shared
member experiences. Topics will include the roles of
NPHIs in addressing complex problems of obesity
and malnutrition, modern surveillance for developing
countries and international partnerships between institutes. An opening reception will be held at the National Archeological Museum. Members may also sign
up for an optional site visit to the INSP in Cuernavaca on Tuesday, October 3.
Members and guests were sent an
invitation in May and can register and
view the preliminary agenda, hotel, and
visa information on the 2012 Annual
Meeting website. The conference registration deadline is Friday, August 3, 2012.

INSP General Director Mauricio
Hernández-Avila anticipates an “indepth exploration that captures both
personal experiences and strategic
innovations that address the most
pressing global health issues...”

Malawi Moves Closer to National Health System

In the Neno district on the Malawi-Mozambique border, “health surveillance
assistants,” most with a 12th–grade education, were stumped in early 2009.
They had been trained for six weeks to monitor 15 priority diseases in their
communities, but nothing like this: fever, headache, confusion, inability to
walk, dysarthria, and hyperreflexia. It took months, help from the US CDC,
and the loss of almost a dozen lives before Malawi located the source of multidrug-resistant salmonella enterica serovar Typhi (atypical typhoid with neurologic symptoms).
Today this sub-Saharan country is poised to Creating a national public health
take a giant step toward creating a coordi- institute is a priority, says
nated public health system that can more
Malawi President Joyce Banda.
quickly and independently anticipate, identify and respond to outbreaks.

The proposed creation of an NPHI has
attracted collaboration from across the
public health spectrum in Malawi. See
the IANPHI website for details.

During an IANPHI-facilitated workshop in Lilongwe in March 2012, Malawi’s
Ministry of Health, the College of Medicine, the Community Health Services
Unit, CDC’s Malawi office, WHO, and other key officials evaluated Malawi’s
current public health situation and began drafting a strategic plan for the new
Public Health Institute of Malawi. PHIM will provide leadership in disease
surveillance, disease prevention and response, as well as research and development to inform policy and practice in public health. IANPHI will support the
planning with a $250,000 grant. Read more.

Togo, Morocco, and France Partner to Improve Labs

New equipment will help strengthen
Togo labs at the national level, ensure
the quality and reliability of testing,
and provide the foundation to enhance
diagnosis, outbreak identification,
and surveillance at the regional
and district levels.

During the past year, IANPHI’s activities at Togo’s National Institute of Hygiene
(INH) focused on providing the equipment and training needed to fulfill INH’s
role as a national reference laboratory – and position the institute to improve
lab quality countrywide. Old equipment in every INH lab impeded testing.
Critical items needed to work safely, such as laminar flow hoods, were missing.
While IANPHI provided funding for the purchase and shipping of essential
equipment, in-country procurement turned out to be difficult and expensive.
Happily, Institut Pasteur du Maroc (IP)—an IANPHI member institute in
Morocco and Togo’s peer-assistance partner—could help. Aided by the perseverance and generosity of IP colleagues Prof Mohammed Hassar and Dr.
Meriem Khyatti, INH was able to procure the equipment through a vendor in
Morocco and have it shipped to Lomé this spring.

South American Union Endorses Stronger Labs
and Regional Cooperation

Strengthening national laboratory networks is essential to providing equal
access to health, concluded participants in the Network of National Health
Institutes from the South American Union (RINS/UNASUR) which met in April in
Petropolis, Brazil, to discuss the development, mutual support and consolidation of the national networks of health laboratories.
Hosted by Brazil’s FIOCRUZ, the gathering drew 10 of the 12 UNASUR countries including IANPHI member institutes from Brazil, Argentina, Chile, and
Peru. Representatives from the European Union and IANPHI were also present.
The meeting featured spirited discussions on the fundamental roles of laboratories within national health institutes and helped set the foundation for future
collaboration between the RINS/UNASUR countries. Read conclusions and
recommendations.
The UNASUR/RINS meeting was a
great example of regional cooperation
among public health institutes collaborating towards the common goal of
improved public health for the citizens
of each country.

INASA Functioning Despite Guinea-Bissau Coup

Guinea-Bissau’s new national public health system remains stubbornly resilient
in the face of a military coup that since April has shut down most government
functions in this West African country. “We are safe and most of us are working,
but we are rationing everything,” says former National Institute of Public Health
(INASA) President Amabelia Rodrigues.
Weekly early warning surveillance on epidemic diseases is based on telephone
calls, which are now rationed. Access to electricity is limited. Recently, INASA
lacked funds for fuel to travel to investigate an outbreak of anthrax in the Oio
region and suspected cholera in the south. “Fortunately, the samples were sent
to us and the National Laboratory did not confirm cholera,” she says. Because
fuel for the generator is scarce, the lab is not conducting routine tests, only
those for emergency situations and surveillance. The public health school is not
functioning, and health facilities are providing minimal services.

About our Members

Chile: Dr. María Teresa Valenzuela is the director of the Public Health Institute
of Chile.

China: Wang Yu’s journey from printing factory worker to medical doctor to
protecting the health of the world’s most populous country as director of the
China CDC is chronicled in the March 3, 2012 issue of The Lancet.
Dr. María Teresa
Valenzuela

Finland: The phone number of IANPHI‘s Helsinki Secretariat at Finland’s
National Institute for Health and Welfare (THL) is now +358 29 524 7034.
Japan: Dr. Yukio Matsutani is the new president of the Japan National Institute
of Public Health following the retirement of Dr. Kenji Hayashi.

Dr. Yukio
Matsutani

Slovenia: The Institute of Public Health of the Republic of Slovenia has
changed its name to the National Public Health Institute.
Spain: The new director of the Carlos III Health Institute is Dr. Joaquín
Arenas Barbero.
Sudan: The new director of the Sudan Public Health Institute is Dr. Igbal
Ahmed Bashier, who was former Minister of Health for Khartoum State.

Dr. Joaquín
Arenas Barbero

Thailand: Dr. Somchai Sangkiporn is the new director of the National Institute
of Health, succeeding Dr. Pathom Sawanpanyalert, a founding member
of IANPHI, who was recently to appointed deputy director general,
Department of Medical Sciences, in the Ministry of Public Health.
Uganda: At the request from our member institute in Uganda, IANPHI will facilitate a June workshop on scientific writing, publication, and the role of strong
mentorship in these activities. The curriculum is being tailored to the needs of
the Uganda Virus Research Institute, where scientific mentorship pairs are
being formed. These colleagues will receive didactic and experiential training
in how to improve and disseminate their scientific research, while sustainably
training the next generation of scientists.

Dr. Igbal Ahmed
Bashier

To share news about your
institute and how it’s addressing
major issues in your country,
click here.

Membership Fees Due May 31

Membership fees are important to the continued viability of IANPHI. They help
cover the cost of the annual meeting (including travel assistance to members
from low-resource countries) as well as collaboration between members,
training activities, and Secretariat costs. Since 2011, more than 60% of members have paid dues, with several countries donating additional funds to help
ensure IANPHI’s future. Members who wish to waive or reduce fees should
contact Secretary General Teija Kulmala.

Germany’s Robert Koch Institut Hosts IANPHI Executive Board

After touring the Robert Koch Institut in March, the IANPHI Executive Board
discussed plans for the 2012 Annual Meeting this fall, reviewed IANPHI projects, and strategized for IANPHI’s sustainability. Pictured in photo, from left,
back row, are IANPHI Vice President Pekka Puska (Finland), Mauricio
Hernández-Ávila (Mexico), IANPHI President Jeffrey Koplan (US), David
Butler-Jones (Canada), Wang Yu (China), and Justin McCracken (UK). Front
row, from left, IANPHI Secretary General Teija Kulmala (Finland), Rajae El
Aouad (Morocco), Reinhard Burger (Germany), Mahmudur Rahman (Bangladesh), Mwele Malecela (Tanzania), and Atlanta Secretariat Director Courtenay
Dusenbury (US).
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